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Letter From The Planning Department 
This past year, 2009 has been a productive 
year for the Planning Department. With the 
economic downtown, Planning Staff focused 
on long range planning efforts. In anticipation 
for the attachment of 152 parcels of land from 
the Town of Summit, Planning Staff created the 
River West Neighborhood Plan to guide 
development for these attachment parcels and 
the western portion of the City. Working in 
conjunction with the new neighborhood plan, 
Planning Staff completed the 2030 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan for the City. 
This Plan is intended to guide growth for the 
next twenty years and meet the Stateôs 
Comprehensive Planning Law requirements.  
 
While completing the aforementioned long-
term projects, Planning Staff completed a 
variety of Zoning Ordinance updates. Some of 
these updates include amending the Cityôs 
Floodplain Ordinance to ensure compliance 
with the Department of Natural Resources, 
updating the Cityôs Adult Business Ordinance, 
and permitting outdoor seating within the 

Downtown. Specific development projects and 
approvals by the City are highlighted on the 
following pages.  
 
The Planning Department does and will 
continue to be responsive to community needs. 
The Department strives to look for solutions 
rather than obstacles when assisting the 
public. The Planning Department will work 
diligently toward accomplishing the goals and 
objectives as outlined in long range plans. We 
hope the information found in this report will be 
useful and informative to our citizens as we 
continue to plan for Oconomowocôs future.  
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Long Range Planning 
 
In 2009, an updated Comprehensive Land 
Use Plan  was adopted by the Plan 
Commission and approved by the Common 
Council. This new plan will guide 
development activities within and around 
the City for the next twenty years. The new 
plan was drafted to meet the requirements 
of the Stateôs Comprehensive Planning Law 

and to update the Cityôs existing Land Use Plan that was expiring in 
2010. The new plan incorporates a variety of green/sustainable 
actions to protect the environment, reduce energy consumption, and 
to enhance the overall wellbeing of the City. Specifically, the plan 
includes discussion of housing, transportation, natural/cultural 
resources, utilities, community facilities, economic development, 
intergovernmental cooperation, and land use. In addition the plan 
includes a variety of implementation action items that the City will 
implement over the next twenty years.  
 
One component of completing the Cityôs Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan was first completing the River West Neighborhood Plan . On 
December 31, 2010, 152 parcels of land from the Town of Summit 
were attached to the City as per the Border Agreement with the 
Town. In order to facilitate a smooth transition of these lands, the 
City completed the River West Neighborhood Plan to accommodate 
future growth. This neighborhood plan examined natural 
areas/water quality, parks and recreation, housing, land use, and 
transportation.  
 
Along with completing these abovementioned long term planning 
projects, updates continued to the �&�L�W�\�¶�V�� �=�R�Q�L�Q�J�� �2�U�Ginance . One 
significant update in 2009 including amending language in various 
codes relating to adult orientated businesses. The new ordinances 
provide better regulations for adult businesses and better protects 
the City from possible legal challenges. A second significant 
ordinance update was amending the Floodplain Ordinance. To 
ensure compliance with standards established by the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources, new maps were included into the 
Floodplain Ordinance that show flood storage areas.  
 
Following the road construction project in downtown in 2008, City 
Staff embarked on changes to the Zoning Ordinance to assist 
downtown business in further enhancing the downtown experience.  
In 2009, the City amended various codes to allow outdoor dining 
and outdoor decorative displays in the downtown. Outdoor seating 
is now permitted immediately adjacent to buildings or in the brick 
paver area adjacent to the street. Decorative displays are also 
permitted within the brick paver area. The changes to the various 
ordinances seemed to be well received by merchants and visitors.  
 


